
Chapter Four 

Funny Fiction 

Everyone’s An Author



Tap          then             
then        to add your own 
voice reflections.

How to Use This Workbook

Learn more with 
the Everyone 
Can Create 

Guide.

Look for the  
to add your own 
work.

Look out for the audio icon on each of the pages of the journal. This will assist 
you with hearing some of the content and learning experiences that are included, 
and to support you in your learning where needed. 

This week we’ll be creating using the draw tool in both Pages and Keynote. When 
you see this pencil icon, this is a place for you to add your work from the drawing 
tool into your journal. There is a video link to click on in the resources section to 
help you. 
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Meet The Author

Oliver Phommavanh

What books have you written?   
Thai-riffic!, Con-nerd, Punchlines, Thai-no-mite, Stuff Happens: Ethan, The Other Christy, 
Super-Con-nerd, Natural Born Loser, Don’t Follow Vee.  
What was the first story you wrote? 
Oliversaurus in Year 3, where I was a T-Rex who wrecked my school and scared everybody.  
When did you first get published? 
I got a Thai-riffic! Short story published in the anthology book, Growing Up Asian in Australia! 
What advice do you have 
for digital writers and 
storytellers? 
Don’t be afraid to 
exaggerate the truth and 
write BIG! The more you 
make things up, the more 
fun your readers will have.

Watch Oliver’s Video 

https://t4l.link/FunnyFiction
https://t4l.link/FunnyFiction


Lesson Experience One

In his video, Oliver calls out the use of exaggeration as the key to getting more detailed and descriptive in your writing. Oliver does this to really pump up 
the humour in his stories, but this technique is important to bring any style of writing to life. Don’t be scared to over exaggerate as this can make your 
writing as funny as a barrel of monkeys! 

Take these sentence starters and brainstorm some ways to 
exaggerate what you are trying to get across to the reader. 1

My teacher is so old that…. 

2 Create a funny, comical sketch that depicts 
one of these exaggerated descriptions. Use 
the draw tool in Pages to complete this 
activity. 

My dog was so fast that… 

The giant was so tall that… 



Lesson Experience Two

1

Using language devices can REALLY boost the exaggeration in your writing, making it more descriptive and ensuring it helps paint those pictures in the 
readers' head as they read along. Language devices can include things like similes, metaphors, idioms and hyperboles, that are really fun to write, but can 
also add depth to your writing. In lesson experience two, we will focus on similes and idioms.

What is a simile? 
Research to find out what a simile is and find an 
example. 

Simile 2

Choose one of the similes and one of the idioms that 
you have written yourself. Create a comical sketch that represents each of these in image form. Try 
not to use any words. A reader should be able to have a look at your picture and understand what 
you are trying to say through images, so add exaggerated details! Use the draw tool in Pages to 

complete this activity and drop your images in the spaces above. 

Have a go at writing your own and then use the 
record tool, to record yourself saying them. 
Remember to EXAGGERATE your voice as well! 

Idiom

What is an idiom? 
Research to find out what an idiom is and find an 
example. 

Have a go at writing your own and then use the 
record tool, to record yourself saying them. 
Remember to EXAGGERATE your voice as well! 

3

Type your definition in here…

Type your example in here…

Type your own simile creations in here… 

Type your definition in here…

Type your example in here…

Type your own idiom creations in here… 



Lesson Experience Three

1

In the previous lesson experience we started experimenting and looking into how some language devices can add an exaggerated boost to our writing by 
allowing us to be more descriptive. These are also a great way to communicate what you are visualising as the writer, to the reader. Continue your learning 
of language devices by exploring metaphors and hyperboles. 

What is a metaphor? 
Research to find out what a metaphor is and find an 
example. 

Metaphor 2

Choose one of the metaphors and one of the 
hyperboles that you have written yourself. Create a comical sketch that represents each of these in 
image form. Try not to use any words. A reader should be able to have a look at your picture and 
understand what you are trying to say through images, so add exaggerated details! Use the draw 

tool in Pages to complete this activity and drop your images in the spaces above. 

Have a go at writing your own and then use the 
record tool, to record yourself saying them. 
Remember to EXAGGERATE your voice as well! 

What is a hyperbole? 
Research to find out what a hyperbole is and find 
an example. 

Have a go at writing your own and then use the 
record tool, to record yourself saying them. 
Remember to EXAGGERATE your voice as well! 

3

Hyperbole

Type your definition in here…

Type your example in here…

Type your own metaphor creations in here… Type your own hyperbole creations in here… 

Type your definition in here…

Type your example in here…



Lesson Experience Four

Like many authors, Oliver uses a sketch drawing technique that adds to the humorous tone of his books. We see this used in books such as Oliver’s Thai-
riffic series and books such as Diary of a Wimpy Kid. These are simple sketches that depict some of the humorous situations that occur throughout the 
book. The best thing about these sketches is that they don’t require much detail in the images, but exaggerate the funny events that happen in the story. 
Get ready to have some fun creating your own sketch animations. 

Story Starter - Your character is running late for 
school and their teacher is a NIGHTMARE! Carrying 
their schoolbag and science experiment that’s due, 

your character slips on a banana peel in the 
hallway! 

Use the story starter described OR create your own that you 
can depict in a sketch image form. Use the draw  tool to 
insert your images into the planning boxes below. 
* Remember the style of these is simple, so keep your 
sketches basic. Think stick figures and simple images.  

1 2 Now it's time to animate 
your sketches! We’re 
going to use Keynote to 
take your sketch drawings 
and make a short 
animation of your comical 
sketch. The video link in 
resources will help you to 
put this together. Once 
you have finished, drop 
your final animation video 
below.   



Resources 

Oliver’s Author Video 

Everyone Can Create Guides 

Everyone Can Create - Photo 

Everyone Can Create - Video 

How to:

Use the draw tool in 
Keynote and Pages. 

Use Keynote to animate. 

Additional Activities 

★ This week we focused on using the draw tool 
in Pages and Keynote. But, don’t forget the 
Sketches School app can REALLY help you in 
adding those extra details into your sketches 
using the different tools available. Try 
sketching out a simple scene using Sketches 
School and experiment with the different 
artistic tools you can use. 

★ Animate one of your created language devices 
(e.g. one of your own similes, metaphors, 
hyperboles or idioms) using the animation 
techniques that you have learnt in Experience 
Four. Add more details to your sketch work 
and see how you can exaggerate the 
language features through animation. 

★ Start WRITING! Just like Oliver, short stories 
are a great way to get started with writing. Use 
your Notes app to get started! Try to write a 
funny, short story based on something that has 
happened to you, or just like Oliver did, use 
your name and turn yourself into a character! 
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